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ADVERTISEMENT. 


7 LE principal part of this little piece was written 
many years ago, by that excellent man whose 
name appears in the title-page. It was occasioned 
by *© A LETTER” published by a Welch clergyman, 
*© ON THE DUTY OF CATECHISING CHILDREN; in 
which letter some severe censures were passed upon 
Nonconformists, It is now re-printed, not with a 
view to revive any thing like a Spirit of controversy, 
but for the information of the rising generation 
among Dissenters, and for the advantage of others, 
who have not much opportunity for reading. Tt will 
be perceived that its pious author does not render rail- 
ing for railing, but with a modes! firmness plainly 
States the ground on which Dissenters rest their Sepa- 
ration from the establishment. It is exceedingly 
desirable that all who do not conform to the worship 
and discipline of the national church, ,’ be able 
lo assign satisfactory reasons for their conduct, and 
not suffer themselees to lie open to a Suspicion of ca- 
price and a spirit of discontent. Should this pam- 
phlet accidentally fall into the hands of any who are 
not Dissenters, they are seriously assured, that it is 
not sent into the world with the most distant desire 
to give them a moment's pain, but it is hoped they 
roll 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 


will have candour enough to acknowledge that there 
is at least some weight in the arguments which are 
here employed; and that a man who feels their force 
cannot, as an honest man, but be a Dissenter. It 
Seems the more expedient that these things Should be 
considered at the present period, as various publica- 
tions have lately been dispersed, somewhat similar to 
that which originally occastioned the appearance- of 
this work ; though we doubt not but many of our bre- 
ren in the Establishment must highly disapprove of 
Such writers as Messrs. Daubeny, Barry, Malham, 
&c. Some parts of the original work arg suppressed, 
lest they Should. be thought a little too severe, others 
are altered, and some things are added, which Dr. 
Gill appears to have overlooked. Those who wish to 
pay a further attention to the subject, are referred 
to PaLMEr's PROTESTANT DisSENTER's CATE- 
CHISM ; and to TowcooD's DisSENTING GENTLE» 
MAN's LETTERS. 


DISSENTERS' REASONS, 


Ke. Nc. 


E conceive it ſhould be always held as a leading 

principle, that chriſtianity is the ſame throughout 
all ages, and that no men on carth poſſeſs authority to ap- 
point in the church ceremonies to be performed, or doc- 
trines to be believed, which were not practiſed or taught by 
Chriſt or his apoſtles. —We alſo think, that to frame a 
church otherwiſe than the New Teſtament preſcribes, can 
never comport with the allegiance due to Him who is Kin 
in Zion, and who is the only lawgiver to be acknowledged in 
the church by his followers. — We therefore diſſent from 
the church of England, 


FIRST, 


Becauſe its conſtitution is not according to the ſcriptures, 
but is a mere human invention. It is called Z, Church of 
England as by law e/tabli/hed ; but the law by which it is 
eſtabliſhed is the law of man, and not the law of God. We 
think, that every church of Chr:/? ought to be conſtituted as 
thoſe we read of in the As of the Aftotles, and not eſtab- 
bliſhed by As of Parliament, as the articles, worſhip, diſ- 
cipline, and whatever relates to the church of England, is 
eſtabliſhed. As the diſciples of Chr:/?, we do not underſtand 
a Nee church, for his kingdom (or church) is not of 
this world, it is not eſtabliſhed on worldly maxims, nor ſup- 
ported by worldly power and policy. 


SECONDLY, 


7 
1 ** 
12 
5 
| 
1 
' 
. 
1 
| 
« 
9 


— — 2 ” 


— ä 2 n . „„ . — 
8 FORE 


—_— ä 7 


N eg 


SECONDLY, 


We diſſent from the church of England, not being fatis- 
fied that it is a true church of CHRIST, becauſe of its form 
and order. | | | 

The firſt chriſtian churches were congregational, that is, 


every congregation was a diſtinct cAurch ; nor is there any 


ſhadow of direction in the whole ſyſtem of chriſtianity for 
forming a nattonal church. | 

We read of the c/urch at Feruſalem, and of the churches 
in 7udea ; ſo that there were ſeveral churches in one nation. 

Ve alſo read of the churches of Macedonia, and of the 
churches in Galatia, and of the ſeven churches in A/a, 
which were in the particular cities mentioned. We alſo read 
of a church in a houſe (which certainly could not be na- 
tional) ; there was alſo a church at Corinth, and another at 
Cenchrea, a few miles diſtant from it, and a ſea-port of the 
Corinthians. A church of Chri/t is a congregation of men, 
who are gathered out of the world by the grace of God, and 
who ſeparate from it, and meet together, in ſome one place, 
to worſhip the Lord; and to this agrees the definition of a 
church in the 19th article of the church of England, which 
ſays, © The vifible church of Chriſt is a congregation of 
faithful men ;” which is againſt herſelf, for if a congregation, 
then not a nation, and if a congregation, then it mutt meet in 
one place, as the church at Ce intù is ſaid to do *, or it can- 
not with any propriety be ſo called. 

But when and where did the church of England meet to- 
gether in one place? and how is it the viſible church of 
Chriſt ? where and when was it ever ſeen in a body toge- 
ther? To ſay, that it is to be ſeen in every pariſh, is either 
to make a building of ſtone the church (which is the ſtupid 
notion of the vulgar), or to make the pariſhioners a church, 
and ſo there muſt be as many churches of England as there 
are pariſhes, and then there can be no propriety in the phraſe 
« CHURCH oF ENGLAND,” as applied to the whole na- 


tion +. 
| THIRDLY, 


1 * | Cor. xi. 18, 20. a 

＋ It i, perhaps, worthy of remark, that the celebrated Towgood, in 
his famous controverſy with Vite, never could allure or provoke his 
opponent to ſay what he meant by The Church of England, — Sometimes 


he {poke of the clergy as though they were the church——ſometimes the 
arenen parliament 


l 


THIRDLY, 


We diſſent from the church of England, becauſe the 
whole nation are members of it, both good and bad. But a 
church of Chr:/t ought to conſiſt of faithful men (as the 
abovementioned article declares), that is, of true believers 
in Chriſt, Such were the members of the firſt chriſtian 
churches; they were © called to be Saints, „ ſanftified in 
7 1 Feſus,” and“ faithful brethren in him :” but the church 
of England is a church of the world, conſiſting chiefly of 
worldly men, and therefore we cannot hold communion with 
it, for the ſcriptures dirett that we come out from among /t them 
and be ſeiarate . 


FOURTHLY, 


We diſſent from the church of England, becauſe the doc- 
trine generaliy preached in it is very corrupt, and not agree- 
able to the word of God. There are certainly ſome happ 
exceptions to this, but the viſible church of Chriſt (as the 19t 
article expreſſes it) is a congregation of faithful men, in 
which the fre word of God is fireached ; of which pure 
word, ſalvation by grace, through the atonement and right- 
eouſneſs of Chriſt, forms a conſiderable part. 

The word of God inſiſts upon the neceſſity of a change of 
heart and life, and declares that “he only that believeth ſhall 
be ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be damned ;"* but 


parliament were ſo repreſented—ſometimes the nation at large - ſome- 
times the ceremonies, & c.; and it is believed a ſatisfactory definition is not 
found to be much eaſier now than it was in the time of Mr. White. 

It has ſometimes been ſaid, The moſt ſacred ordinances loſe nothing 
of their value by profane perſons uniting in gem; and as a ſuppoſed con- 
firmation of this, it has been affirmed, that Judas was preſent at the in- 
flitution of the Lord's Supper, aud joined in that ſolemuity. Were it 
poſſible to prove that Judas was preſent upon that occaſion, all the infe- 
rence which could be fairly drawn from the circumſtance would be, that 
as nothing at that time had happened in his conduct contrary to a credible 

rofeſfion of chriſtianity, it was permitted, among other reaſons, to pre- 
vent chriſtian churches from being 3 diſcouraged, when at any 
time they found 2 deceiver had impoſed himſelf upon them. | 
But the fact is, Judas was ro preſent when the Lord's Supper was ins 
ſtituted. He was preſent at the eating of the pa/chal lamb, but not when 
our Saviour broke bread, and gave the cup to his diſciples: This appears 
beyond all contradiction from John xin. 30. Judas having received the 


op tent immediately out. Read the whole chapter, in connection with 


the 26th of Matthew, and every doubt upon the ſubje& will be removes . 
cle. 


1 


theſe doctrines are preached by very few in the church of 
England. This has been eſpecially the caſe ſince the year 
1662, when two thouſand godly and faithful miniſters were 
turned out of their livings, becauſe they were determined to 
give honour to Jeſus Chriſt as King in Zion. 
Since that period, mere morality oi been generally ſubſti- 
tuted for the glorious peculiarities of the goſpel, and we feel 
' ourſelves obliged to depart from ſuch a communion, and 
| ſeek out elſewhere for food for our ſouls. The XXXIX 
Articles, with a few exceptions, are agreeable to the word of 
God—but of what avail are they, ſeeing they are ſo ſeldom 
preached, and are in many things ſo very defective? There 
are no diſtinct articles relating to the two covenants of grace 
and works ;—to creation and providence to the fall of 
man ;—to the nature of fin, and its puniſhment to adop- 
tion ;—effeCtual calling; — faith, repentance, ſanctification, 
and perſeverance nor to the law of God;—chriſtian li- 
berty ;—church government and diſcipline the commu- 
nion of ſaints ;—the reſurrection of the dead, and the all 4 
judgment. A. i! eue, bra of, ins * 2 
Lp FIFTHLY, (r/efoim i Foy [6 | 
We diſſent from the church of England, becauſe the ordi- 
nances of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are not duly admi- 
niſtered in it, according to the word of God, and ſo it is not 
a „ N church of Chri/t; for as the above article ſays, 
% 1he viſible church of Chriſt is a congregation of faithful 
e men, in which the 3 be duly miniflered, according | 
« to CM iſt's own ordinances,” but the ſaid ordinances are 1 


not duly adminiſtered in the church of England. 


FixsT, With reſpec to baptiſm. 

1. The ſign of the croſs uſed in baptiſm is entirely unſcrip- | 
tural, a mere popiſh invention, a ceremony to which papiſts 
are remarkably attached, and to which by them —_ is 
aſcribed. Indeed the church of England makes a kind of 
ſacrament of it, for the miniſter dr he does it ſays, that 
it is done In token that hereafter he (the perſon baptized) 

„ ſhall not be aſhamed to confeſs the faith of Chriſt cruci- 
«© fied, and manfully to fight under his banner, againſt lin, 
„ the world, and the devil, and continue Chriſt's faithful 
& ſoldier unto his life's end.“ This is a mere human addi- 
tion to a divine ordinance, to which we can by no means 

, conſent. 


2. The 
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2. The introduction of ſponſors and ſureties, or godfa- 
thers and godmothers, is without any foundation from the 
word of God; it is a device of men, and no way requiſite to 
the adminiſtration of the ordinance. The engagements into 
which. they enter are of ſuch a nature, we think it truly won 
derful that any perſon, whoſe mind is at all ſerioudy im- 
preſſed, could ever be prevailed upon to form ſo very extra- 
ordinary and irrational an obligation; for they promiſe 
that for the child, which they cannot do either for themſelves 
or for any creature under heaven. They engage that “ the 
child thall renounce the devil and all his works, the vain 
* pomp and glory of the world, with all covetous defires of 
* the ſame, and the carnal deſires of the fleſh, ſo as not to 
© follow or be led by them, and conſtantly believe God's 
holy word; and obediently keep God's holy will and com- 
+ mandiments, and walk in the ſame all the days of his life.“ 

3. We have alſo very ſerious objections to the prayers be- 
tore and after baptiſm ; tor they ſtrongly ſuggeſt that rege- 
neration, remiſhon of fins, and eternal hte, are obtained by this 
ordinance. In the prayer before baptiſm are theſe words: 
© We call upon thee for this infant, that he coming to th 
holy baptiſm, may receive remiſſion of his fins by ſpiritual 
+ regeneration ;'—and when the ceremony is performed, the 
minilter declares, ** that this child is regenerate, and grafted 
into the body of Chriſt's church; — and in the prayer 
after it, he ſays, ** We yield thee moſt hearty thanks, moſt 
© merciful Father, that ze hath pileaſed thee to regenerate this 
„infant with thy holy ſpirit ;”"—and in the catechiſm, the 
perſon catechized is inſtructed to ſay, that in his baptiſm he 
« was made a member of Chriſt, a child of God, and an in- 
„ heritor of the kingdom of heaven.” The more ſerious, 
and well-informed part of the Diſſenters are ſo far from 
thinking theſe trivial things, that they cannot recolleCt their 
exiſtence but with ſorrow, being perſnaded that ſuch repre- 
ſentations are a fin e the light of holy writ, and have 


an awful tendency to keep the ignorant enveloped in the dark- 
neſs of ſuperſtition. 


SECONDLY, There are alſo ſeyeral things in the admi- 
niſtration of the Lord's Supper to which we object. 

1. Kneeling at the receiving of it is made indiſſie nſably re- 

ui/ite, which looks like an adoration of the elements, and 

ms to fayour the abſurd notion of the real fireſence ; and 

it is certain that kneeling at this ordinance was never prac- 


tiſed till it was 18 wi. by pope Honorius, who did it to 
countenance 


( 10 ) 


countenance tranſubſtantiation, which had been brought in 
by his predeceſſor Innocent III. BgAv 

It is true the church of England diſavows any ſuch ado- 
ration of the elements, and of Chriſt's corporal preſence in 
them : yet inaſmuch as it is notorious that this has been 
abuſed, and (till is abuſed to idolatry, it ought to he laid afide, 
and Aitting ſhould be uſed, ſince it is a table geſture, which is 
more ſuitable to the idea of a feaſt, and was certainly uſed 
by Chri/t and his Apoſtles, and by all the primitive churches, 
until tranſubſtantiation obtained. 

If, however, kneeling ſhould be conſidered by us as an in- 
different thing, then it ought not to be impoſed as neceſſary. 

2. This ordinance is adminiſtered to all who deſire it, 
whether they are proper perſons or not. 'The miniſter, when 
he intends to celebrate it, in the exhortation which in the 
book of Common Prayer he is directed to uſe, ſays, * Unto 
* which in God's behalf 7 bid you all that are here preſent, 
and beſeech you for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake that ye 
« will not — to come thereto.” But can it be thought 
that all in a public congregation, or in a pariſh, are fit and 
proper communicants? There are many perſons deſcribed in 
the word of God (1 Cor. v. 11.) with whom we are for- 
bid to unite in this ordinance; but the rubric enjoins, ©** That 
« every pariſhioner ſhall communicate at leaſt three times in 
„ the year,” and directs, that new-married perſons ſhould 
« receive the holy communion at the time of their marriage, 
or at the firſt opportunity after it;“ but ſurcly none will 
ſay, that all married perſons are ſuch as ſhould be encou— 
raged to come to the table of the Lord 


8 3: The ordinance of the Lord's Supper is moſt horridly 


proſtituted—moſt dreadfully prophaned. The church ot 
England not only allows, but even obliges perſons, and theſe 
oftentimes ſome of the worſt of characters, to partake of 
this ordinance as a civil teſt to qualify them for places of 
profit and truſt; whereas the deſign of the Lord's Supper is 
to commemorate the ſufferings and death of Chrift, to 
ſtrengthen the faith of Chriſtians, to increaſe their love to 
the Saviour and to each other, and to maintain communion 
with him, and among themſelves. | e 


SIXTHLY, 


4 We diſſent from the Church of England, becauſe it is not 


organized according to the plan countenanced in the New 


240 


We 


Teſtament, It has a great variety of eccleſiaſtical ofhces 
and officers, altogether unknown in that ſyſtem of Chriſti- 
anity which is contained in the inſpired volume. The ſcrip- 
ture knows nothing of archbiſhops or dioceſan biſhops, 
of archdeacons or deans, of prebends, canons, chanters, 
parſons, vicars, curates, &c. The only officers in a 
Chriſtian church are bithops ® and deacons ; the one has the 
care of the ſpiritual, the other of the temporal affairs of the 
- church; the former are the ſame as paſtors and overſeers 
they are both called elders, and ought to be men of ſound 
principles and exemplary lives. They ought not to be im- 
| poſed upon the people, but to be choſen by them, 

The oppoſite to this is ſo great a hardſhip, and at the ſame 
' time ſo unſcriptural a procedure, that if there were not an- 

other objection, this alone would, to us, be very ſerious. 


SEVENTHLY, 


We diſſent from the church of England, becauſe it has 
for its head a temporal one, whereas the church of Chriff 
has no other head than Ci himſelf. That our lawful and 

_ rightful ſovereign King GEORGE is head of the church of 
England we deny not; he is ſo by A# of Parliament, and 
as fach to be acknowledged ; but that church can never be 
the true church of Chriſt which has any other head than 
Chriſt ; we therefore feel ourſelves obliged to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the church of England and the church of Chrift. A 
woman may, and has been, head of the church of England, 
but a woman may not be head of a church of Chrif, tor by 

= the authority of the ſcriptures ſhe is not allowed to ſpeak or 
| teach there, or do any thing which ſhews authority over the 
man . | 


EIGHTHLY, 


The want of diſcifiline in the church of England, is en- 
other reaſon of our diſſent from it. In a regular and well - 


1 i The biſhops, of whom we read in the New Teſtament, were not 
mitred lords, but paſtors of particular congregations. Sometimes there 
| were more than one of theſe in a congregation, but in no inſtance do we 
meet with a ſcriptural biſhop who preſided over more churches than 
one. Every miniſter, who takes upon himſelf the charge of a chriſtian 
congregation, and faithfully watches over the flock committed to his care, 

is a chriſtian biſhop. IO, 

+ 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35. 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 


Þ ordered 
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ordered church of CAriſt, care is taken that none be admitted 
into it but ſuch as are judged truly gracious perſons, and of 
whom teſtimony is given of their becoming converſation. 
After their admiſſion they are watched over, that their con- 
duct be as it becometh the goſpel—ſuch as fin are rebuked 
the diſorderly are cenfured—-and the profane are excluded, 
The church of England, during the ſeaſon of Lent, acknow- 
ledges a want of godly diſcipline; but no ſtep is taken for im- 
provement in this reſpect and that which is in exiſtence is 
not exerciſed by the miniſter and congregation where the of- 
fender is found, but in the biſhop's court by laymen. The 
admonition is by a ſet of men called apparitors—the ſentence 
of excommunication, and the whole proceſs leading to it, is 
by lawyers, and not by miniſters of the word. 


NINTHLY, 


The rites and ceremonies uſed in the church of England 
form another reaſon of our ſeparation from it. Some of 
them are of pagan origin—ſome ſavour of Judaiſm revived 
—and almoſt all of them remind us of the torms by which 
popery is diſtinguiſhed. 

owing to the eaſt was an idolatrous practice of the hea- 
thens, and is condemned in ſcripture as an abominable 
thing “. 
' Bowing to the altar is a relic of popery, and was intro- 
duced with tranſubſtantiation, as an adoration of the ele- 
ments; but certainly ought not to be uſed by thoſe who diſ- 
believe the doctrine. 

Other ceremonies, which in their own nature are neither 
good nor bad, ought to be left as indifferent, and not impoſed 
as neceſſary; He when they are ſo enforced ſhould not be 
ſubmitted to. 
Particular garments, worn by perſons in ſacred office, are 
things indifferent, and may be uſed or not uſed; but if the 
uſe of theſe is inſiſted on, as being neceſſary, and without 
which divine worſhip cannot be rightly performed, then they 
ought to be ſtedfaſtly rejected. | þ 3 


Ezek. viii. 15, 16. 


- TENTHLY, 


1 


TENTHLY, 
The book of Common Prayer, ſet forth as a direQory of 


divine worſhip and ſervice, though it contains ſome thin 
which are excellent, there are alſo things with which we 
could not be ſatisfied. | 

1. It preſcribes forms of prayer, and confines men to the 
uſe of them ; but we do not find that the apoſtles, or the pri- 
mitive churches, uſed any ſuch forms, nor chriſtians for many 
ages. 

"Of whatever uſe theſe may be to morons of weak capaci- 
ties, ſurely ſuch as have ſpiritual gifts, and are thereby en- 
abled to preach the goſpel, cannot be ſuppoſed to ſtand in 
need of ſuch aſſiſtance. The ever- varying circumſtances of 
the world and of individuals—the diverſity of caſes—and 
changing frames of mind experienced by pious perſons, muſt 
all ſuffer unſpeakable inconvenience from the ſame forms 
being on all occaſions employed. Beſides this defeCtiveneſs, 
many of the petitions are incoherent and obſcure—others are 
little more than introduction and concluſion—and the fre- 
queue tautologies, eſpecially in the Litany, and when the 

ord's Prayer occurs four, five, and even fix times in the 
lame ſervice, ſeems by no means to agree to the precept of 

Chriſt, who ſaid to his diſciples, * When ye pray uſe not 
vain repetitions as the heathen do, for they think that they 
„ {ſhall be heard for their much e | 

2. Though we are not againſt reading the ſcriptures in 
public, but on the contrary with to ſee the practice univer- 
ſally adopted, we can by no means approve of the manner in 
which the Liturgy directs it to be done, which is by bits and 
ſcraps, ſo as to occaſion its being mangled and curtailed in 
an exceedingly unpleaſant degree. 

A very conſiderable proportion of the ſacred writings are 
never read in the church of England, for which we can ſee 
no reaſon; and the order as it now ſtands, being an invention 
of a pope of Rome, and the fixing them to mattins, and 
*« even-ſongs,” ſmelling ſo rank of popery, no way ſerves 
to recommend to us ſo ſtrange a procedure. We might alſo 
mention the great impropriety of calling paſſages out of Ha- 
iah, Jeremiah, Joel, Malachi, and the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
by the name of Ehiſiles ;—but eſpecially it grieves us to ſee 
leſſons taken out of the Ahocryſila, and appointed to be read, 


as 


(_ :34 3) 


as if of equal authority with the ſacred ſcriptures ;—nay not 
only out of the books of Baruch, Wiſdom, and Ecclefraſticus, 


but out of the hiſtories of 75b:, Fran Suſanna, Bel and 


the Dragon, and ſuch leflons out of them as contain the molt 


idle and fabulous ſtories, 


3+ It enjoins the obſervance of ſeveral faſts and feſtivals 
which are not of divine authority. The faſts are Quadra- 
gefema or Lent, Ember weeks, 3 days, and all the 

ridays in the year, in which men are commanded to abſtain 
from meats, which God has commanded to be received with 
thankſgiving. 

The feſtivals, beſides the principal ones, Chriſtmas, Eafter, 
and Hitſuntide,. are the ſeveral ſaints days throughout the 
year; which are all of popiſh invention, 

The ſame might be remarked reſpecting the conſecration 
of ground for the burial of the dead, Not to enlarge upon 
the G of ſo extraordinary a cuſtom, the burial-ſer- 
vice itſelf contains ſeveral things which to us are very excep- 
tionable. We think it improper that the miniſter ould be 
directed to call every man whom he inters, his dear brother, 
and every woman, his dear iter. We cannot in conſcience 
give theſe epithets to perſons who have lived vicious lives, and 
who have died without the appearance of © repentance to- 
« wards God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt;” nor can 
we: ** commit their bedies to the ground, in ſure and certain 
hope of the reſurrection to eternal life,“ becauſe we be- 
lieve, that beſides the reſurrection to eternal life,“ there 
will alſo be © a reſurrection to damnation.”? 


ELEVENTHLY, 


We diſſent from the church of England, becauſe it appears 
to us to be the occaſion of many facred engagements and 
oaths being violated by the clergy, who all ſolemnly declare 
and ſwear their belief of all that 1s contained in the Liturgy, 
the 39 Articles, and the book of Common Prayer ; whereas 
it is notorious the great majority of them do not ſo believe, 
for their preaching is in direct oppoſition to the doctrines 
they contain. It appears to us utterly impoſſible that the 
ſame individual ſhould believe all the things contained in the 
book of Common Prayer, Articles, &c. (let his ſentiments 
be what they may) becauſe they are contradictory of each 
other. For example ; the prayers in general very properly 
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aſcribe the work of regeneration to the holy Spirit; but in 
the office of baptiſm (as was obſerved page 9) it 1s aſcribed 
to that ordinance. Again, the Athanaſian Creed condemns 
to everlaſting perdition all who do not ſtedfaſtly believe its 
contents; but though a man ſhould never ſo openly oppoſe 
it chrough lite, and with his dying breath deny having any 
belief in its peculiar doctrines, the burial ſervice diretts (it he 
have been baptized) that he be committed to the ground © in 
« ſure and certain hope, &c.” Theſe are abſurdities to 
which it is impoſſible our minds ſhould be reconciled, and we 
are ſincerely ſorry that infidels ſhould be able to avail chem- 
ſelves of the pretext which theſe things furniſh, for ridiculing 
the religion of the great Redeemer. We hope, however, 
we know how to diſtinguiſh between real chriſtianity and 
the various innovations with which it is encumbered, re- 
joicing that “ the foundation of God ſtandeth ſure.” The 
whole of chriſtianity is in the New Teſtament, conſequently - 
whatever is not in the New Teſtament is no part of chriſti- 
anity, though it may be ſanctioned by ten thouſand ſynods, 
convocations, and parliaments. 

Chriſt is the head of the church, to whom alone we think 
it right to be obedient in the things pertaining to his king- 
dom, eſpecially as he hath commanded that we * call no 
man maſter upon the earth.” We wiſh however always 
to diſtinguiſh between perſons and _ and therefore think 
it right to ſay we have no doubt reſpecting the piety and vir- 
tue of many of the members of the church of England ; we 
ſay the ſame reſpeCting the church of Rome, but this cannot 
reconcile us to either of the ſyſtems. 

The more evangelical Diſſenters profeſs to be guided in 


every thing pertaining to religion by the ſcriptures, eſleeming 


them a ſufficient rule of faith and practice, and will think 
themſelves obliged if the members of the eſtabliſhment can 
point out wherein their churches are not organized according 
to the New Teſtament, and they will endeavour to reform 
them. To ſay © theſe things are not efſential,” is but to 
trifle ; for it ſurely does not become a chriſtian to enquire how 
far he may depart from the inſtitutions of Chriſt, and ſtill be 
ſafe in the buſineſs of ſalvation ; but rather how he ſhall moſt 
exactly conform to the will of HIM, who is all his ſalvation 
and all his defire. When men once depart from the ſcrip- 
tures, it is impoſſible to ſay by what circumſtances the depar- 
ture is to be bounded. e church of England conſiders all 
us ceremonies as wile in the appointment, and decent in the 

performance ; 
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performance; the church of Rome thinks the ſame reſpcct- 
ing all her ſolemn mummeries and who is to be the judge? 
In all inftances we have the ſame reverence for the one as 
the other, when the word of God is equally unacquainted with 


124 both. We glory in our diſſent, not merely from the church 
of England, but from every national eſtabliſhment of reli- 


WA A. gion under heaven. We expect not the approbation of the 


4 prejudiced or the intereſted; nor is it poſſible we ſhould, 

f Graham's when we recolleft the hiſtory of our bleſſed Lord and his 

þ © Apoſtles, who were all diſſenters from the church, as by law 
; 


eſtabliſhed, in the land of Zudea. 
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performance; the church of Rome thinks the ſame reſpect- 
ing all her ſolemn mummeries ;—and who is to be the judge? 
In all inftances we have the ſame reverence for the one as 
the other, when the word of God is equally unacquainted with 


Ted both. We glory in our diſſent, not merely from the church 
of England, but from every national eſtabliſhment of reli- 
009 gion under heaven. We expect not the approbation of the 


L prejudiced or the intereſted; nor is it poſſible we ſhould, 
0 Graham's when we recolleft the hiſtory of our bleſſed Lord and his 


Apoſtles, who were all diſſenters from the church, as by law 
Doh: mv eltabliſhed, in the land of Judea. 
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